
Colby to hold $4 million in school referendums | marshfieldnewsherald.... http://marshfieldnewsherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080625...

1 of 3 7/8/2008 2:21 PM

Other editions: Mobile | News Feeds | E-Newsletters Find it: Jobs | Cars | Real Estate | Apartments | Shopping | Classifieds | Place an ad

SEARCH
ALL

All
 

Local News Calendar Jobs More »

 

SPONSORED
BY:

HOME NEWS SPORTS LIFE&STYLE ENTERTAINMENT OPINION MULTIMEDIA OBITUARIES WEATHER BUY SELL SHOP CUSTOMER SERVICE SUBSCRIBE

Comment, blog & share photos
Log in | Become a member

Colby to hold $4 million in school referendums

BY ADAM RODEWALD • MARSHFIELD NEWS-HERALD • JUNE 25, 2008

  Print this page  E-mail this article

SHARE THIS ARTICLE:  Del.icio.us  Facebook  Digg  Reddit  Newsvine  What’s this?

FILE DOWNLOADS
Colby School District Referendum Questions

RELATED NEWS FROM THE WEB
Education Etc.

Events
Powered by Topix.net

More Local News Headlines
Power expected to be restored in Rozellville by 1:30 p.m.

 

Thomas T. Weiler  

Educator benefits come at expense of curriculum materials
 

Central Avenue under construction on Wednesday  

Area conservation group to hold golf tournament  



Colby to hold $4 million in school referendums | marshfieldnewsherald.... http://marshfieldnewsherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080625...

2 of 3 7/8/2008 2:21 PM

COLBY -- Two referendums totaling about $4 million to renovate Colby school buildings and help pay off 
district debts were unanimously approved Tuesday by the school board.

The referendums will be held on Sept. 9.

A $2.55 million facilities referendum would cover 
costs to upgrade school buildings and make them 
more energy efficient.

The second $1.4 million override referendum 
would repay debt from state retirement benefits in 
an effort to save $2 million the district would 
otherwise pay in interest during the next 20 years.

The school board increased the facilities 
referendum $38,000 above the estimated amount 
provided during a facilities committee meeting 
earlier this month. The extra money would help 
cover additional re-flooring costs in the elementary 
school and connect the Little Stars pre-school 

heating system into the new high school system.

The board denied requests to add money for replacing the high school track and upgrading the theater's 
sound and lighting system.

The referendum already stipulates $10,000 for the theater.

"We're looking at the difference of a Cadillac and a Chevy here. Do we really need a Cadillac?" said board 
president Dennis Engel.

Out-of-date heating systems are the highest priority of the district's renovation plan. They are looking to 
replace the old boilers with a new system that runs 95 percent efficient. The board is also considering a wood 
pellet heater for the middle and high school building.

The upgrade to a high-efficiency system would cost about $841,000, but it would pay for itself in a little more 
than nine years and save the district more than $92,000 annually, according to a district facilities study 
conducted by Eau Claire-based APEX Engineering.

As a rule of thumb, districts should begin marketing a referendum about one year in advance of the vote, said 
Superintendent Terry Downen.

Colby has about two months to inform voters about the issue.

"So it's important for us to get hard marketing strategies to show (voters) how this (referendum) will pay off," 
he said.

A public information meeting on the referendums will be held at 8 p.m. July 21 during the school board 
meeting in the Colby District Education Center.

In Your Voice
READ REACTIONS TO THIS STORY

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login | Register

1000  characters left

Submit



Colby to hold $4 million in school referendums | marshfieldnewsherald.... http://marshfieldnewsherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080625...

3 of 3 7/8/2008 2:21 PM

      

Partners: Jobs: CareerBuilder.com Cars: Cars.com Apartments: Apartments.com Shopping: ShopLocal.com

HOME | NEWS | SPORTS | LIFE&STYLE | ENTERTAINMENT | OPINION | MULTIMEDIA | OBITUARIES | WEATHER | BUY SELL SHOP | CUSTOMER SERVICE | SUBSCRIBE | SITE
MAP

Appleton Post-Crescent | Fond du Lac Reporter | Green Bay Press-Gazette | Manitowoc Herald Times Reporter | Marshfield News Herald | Oshkosh Northwestern 
Sheboygan Press | Stevens Point Journal | Wausau Daily Herald | Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune | Go Door County | Packers News | WISinfo

Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy , updated March 2007.


