SPEAK UP FOR A BUDGET THAT PUTS PEOPLE FIRST

What: 
Press conference on the importance of including both revenue enhancements and spending cuts in addressing the state budget gap.

When: 
Tuesday, May 19, 9:30 am

Where: 
State Capitol, Senate Parlor

Who: 
This event is sponsored by the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, Institute for Wisconsin’s Future, Disability Rights Wisconsin, Wisconsin Counties Association, AFT-Wisconsin, and Making Work Milwaukee.  (A full list of organizations expressing support will be available at the event.)

Wisconsin needs a fiscally responsible and balanced solution to the budget crisis, which ensures that vital public services are adequately funded.  Closing the new $1.6 billion hole in the Wisconsin budget solely by making deeper cuts would have a devastating effect on state and local services that are more important now than ever.  An all-cuts solution to the additional $1.6 billion revenue shortfall would hurt school children, newly unemployed workers and their families, older adults, people with disabilities, and low income families and children.  Deep cuts would also weaken the public structures that will be vital to economic recovery.  

 

A network of groups has scheduled a press conference on Tuesday, May 19 at the Capitol in the Senate Parlor at 9:30 am.  The groups include representatives from the faith community, school districts, disability organizations, senior groups, unions and local governments. The event is intended to put a face on the potential cuts, and to call for a balanced approach that puts people first and protects vitally important human services.  

 

There are revenue options available that could generate over one billion dollars in the next years, substantially reducing the need for further cuts. The money would be raised from taxpayers with the greatest ability to pay. Options include restoring the estate tax, taxing capital gains like ordinary income, and increasing the top income tax rate by one percentage point more than Gov. Doyle proposed for households with incomes over $300,000. If these revenue options were enacted, the funds generated would almost fill the new budget hole, put people first and protect vitally important human services.  

 

With so many people in need, this is the worst possible time to cut services.  Now more than ever, we must maintain the safety net and stay true to our Wisconsin values.  Many prominent economists have noted that making cuts during a recession hurts the economy even more than carefully targeted tax increases.  
Please join us Tuesday and ask our elected officials to close the budget deficit by using a balanced approach that includes revenue increases as well as cuts. 
For more information, contact the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families at (608) 284-0580.

